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another kind natural to it, namely, vegetable life,
was a creative act, which none but God could do ;
to convert the waters of a kingdom into blood,
and to call a vast multitude of full-grown frogs
into existence and activity in one night, are deeds
which required no less a power than that which
made the world. Works of creation come not
within the power of man, angel, or devil; for if
ever such could be the case, a creature would be-
come a creator, and one of the strongest proofs of
the existence of a personal God would be blotted
out forever. The contrary opinion, assigning the
miracles of the magicians to the agency of the
devil, is indefensible, not only because it gives
an inalienable attribute of the Almighty to the
devil, but for another reason. If the magicians
worked by the energy of Satan, it is perfectly evi-
dent that when they gave up the contest, saying
that they could not imitate any of the other seven
miracles performed by Moses and Aaron, they
were mistaken, for surely it was no easier to make
frogs than locusts; it was no easier to convert a
dead rod into a living serpent, than to convert
dead dust into living lice: the power uassubstan-
tially the same in both cases, because the result
was the same in kind. This opinion must there-
fore be abandoned, because it is at war with com-
mon-sense, and is fatal to the truth of the whole
story, making the reason given by the magicians
for their discontinuance evidently and stupid!}
false, and unlikely to have boon presented at all,
because of previous successes in works of no less
(iifliculty.